122.   INTERVIEW TO CALLENDE&

LONDON,
[October 16, 1931]

Q,. Do you feel, Gandhiji, that mass production will raise the standard
of living of the people?

A. I do not believe in it at alL There is a tremendous fallacy
behind Mr. Ford's reasoning.2 Without simultaneous distribution
on an equally mass scale, the production can result only in a great
world tragedy. Take Mr. Ford's cars. The saturation point is
bound to be reached soon or late. Beyond that point the produc-
tion of cars cannot be pushed. What will happen then?

Mass production takes no note of the real requirement of the
consumer. If mass production were in itself a virtue, it should be
capable of indefinite multiplication. But it can be definitely shown
that mass production carries within it its own limitations. If all
countries adopted the system of mass production, there would not
be a big enough market for their products. Mass production must
then come to a stop.

Q, I wonder whether you feel that this saturation point has already
arrived in the Western world. Mr. Ford says that there never can be too
many articles of quality, that the needs of the world are constantly in-
creasing and that, therefore, while there might be saturation in the
market for a given commodity, the general saturation would never be
reached.

A. Without entering upon an elaborate argument, I would
categorically state my conviction that the mania for mass produc-
tion is responsible for the world crisis. Granting for the moment
that machinery may supply all the needs of humanity, still, it
would concentrate production in particular areas, so that you
would have to go in a round-about way to regulate distribution,
whereaSj if there is production and distribution both in the respec-

1 An American Press correspondent.   Pyarelal Nayar, from, whose article
"Mass Production versus Production by the Masses",  this has been extracted,
does not mention the name.   This and the date of  the   interview  have  been
taken from the manuscript of Mahadev Desai*s Diary, 1931.

2 The interviewer had earlier met Ford in America, who had put forward
the view that demand for cheaper things would stimulate mass production.
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